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Manhattan Beach
Unified School District



MBUSD READING UNITS OF STUDY: Kindergarten
2015-2016

	Unit 1:  We Are Readers

	Timeframe: August through Mid-October

	Assessment
· Letter and Sound Recognition (Capital and Lowercase)
· Sight Words Assessments

· Informal Assessment for Comprehension



	Mentor Text (*specific to lessons)

	*The Three Billy Goats Gruff

*The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss
The Beetle Alphabet by Jerry Pallotta

Mrs. Wishy Washy by Joy Cowley
	Trucks by Will Mara

The Picnic by Phyllis Root

Cat and Mouse by Phyllis Root


	Teaching Points - Many of these teaching points can be and sometimes need to be taught over multiple sessions.

	Bend 1:  Launching with Learn-About-the-World Books
	Bend 2:  Reading Old Favorite Storybooks

	Readers walk through the world reading names, signs, directions and songs.  They do this by looking at the words and thinking what might that say.
	Readers know that after hearing a story a zillion times they can read it by themselves looking at the picture, remembering how the story goes, reading to yourself, page by page.

	Readers can sit anywhere, sit anywhere, open up a book and learn cool things about their world.
	Readers know that you make the words and pictures match in an old favorite storybook.

	Readers know that it’s fun to read all by yourself, privately, quietly and also fun to read with a friend.
	Readers know how to get their own old favorite storybooks.

	Reader read the cover first, the first page and then the next and the next - all the way to the end.
	Readers read the exact words to make the characters come to life.

	Reader read and reread a book.  “When you think you’re done, you’ve just begun.” Just like in Writer’s Workshop.
	Readers reread old favorites remembering more and more of the story.

	Readers know that when you reread a book you begin to understand new things about it and how the pages of the book go together.
	Readers use special connecting words such as then, after that, next to put story pages together.

	Readers know that when you reread a book you are rethinking and rethinking can take you beyond the book.
	Readers learn words by heart by reading stories over and over again.

	Readers reread books, noticing the words more and more.
	Readers can point to and read word in their old favorites just like in Writer’s Workshop.

	Readers read from pictures, words and to sound more like a teacher.
	Readers work with partners using all they know to read old favorites.

	
	CELEBRATION of Old Favorite Story Book Reading.

	Special Tools to Create and Prepare:

· Word Wall with sight words
· “Private” and “Partner” Reading Signs




	Unit 2:  – Super Powers: Reading with Print Strategies and Sight Word Power

	Timeframe: Mid-October through December

	Assessment
· Concepts About Print
· Letters Names and Sounds
· Sight Words – “Snap” Words
· Student’s Writing Samples – If you can read quite a bit of their writing then they are probably about a level C
· Running Records for those who are ready



	Mentor Text (*specific to lessons)

	*So Much! By Trish Cooke (read aloud)

*Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?  By Bill Martin Jr. (shared reading) Level C 

*In the Garden by Annette Smith, Jenny Giles and Beverley Randell (Rigby PM Reader)
	*Super Mouse by Phyllis Root 
*Super Reader - theme song (http://vimeo.com/94555464)

“One, Two, Buckle My Shoe” (nursery rhyme)

“The Itsy Bitsy Spider” (nursery rhyme)
	It’s Okay to be Different by Todd Parr (read aloud)The Family Book by Todd Parr (read aloud)

The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krause

Carla’s Super Splash by Kimberly Beckley



	Teaching Points - Many of these teaching points can be and sometimes need to be taught over multiple sessions.

	Bend 1:  Using Super Powers to Look and Point, and Then Read Everything
	Bend 2:  Taking On Even the Hardest Words
	Bend 3:  Bringing Books to Life

	Readers have super powers to look, point and read everything they can.
	Readers combine their pointing power and picture power to predict and read unfamiliar words.
	Readers use all their super powers to bring books to life and read to their partners.

	Super reader use pointer power to check their reading making sure that the number of words they read matches the number of times they point.
	Readers can make more snap words by; look, read, spell, write, look, read.
	Readers use patterns to sing the words that are the same on every page to help them read faster and smoother.

	Readers don’t let longer words slow them down, both long and short words get one tap.
	Super Readers make the first sound in the word to help them read and predict an unfamiliar word – Sound Power!
	Readers use punctuation to figure out how to read.

	Readers use “snap words” (words they know in a snap) to help them keep track of the right words as they read.
	Super Readers know when one power doesn’t work they need to use another one and don’t give up.
	Readers know that it is important to understand a book so that your listeners will understand it too.  Readers change their voices to show they understand the book.

	Readers use Partners to double their pointing power, by having one partner read while the other partner taps, both checking that one word gets one tap.
	CELEBRATION!
	Readers use their Book Talk Power to not only read books but to talk about books and bring them to life.

	
	
	Readers retell books after the read them to help them remember all the parts.

	
	
	Readers celebrate their reading by reading to others.

	Special Tools to Create and Prepare:

	· Individual Student Book Bags/Boxes

· Student copies of Interactive writing books with songs, poems, nursery rhymes, and chants
	· Large copies of interactive writing books 
· Special pointer for one-to-one pointing

· Word Wall with sight words

	Unit 3:  Bigger Books, Bigger Reading Muscles

	Timeframe: January through March

	Assessment
· Reading Records for each student

· High Frequency Words



	Mentor Text (*specific to lessons)

	*Oh, The Places You’ll Go by Dr. Seuss

*Mouse Has Fun by Phyllis Root

*Can You See the Eggs by Jenny Giles

*Wake Up Dad by Beverley Randall

Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin 
(read aloud)
	Ethan’s Cat by Joanna Hurwitz 
Picnic by Phyllis Root

Pizza by Phyllis Root

Cat and Mouse by Phyllis Root

It’s Super Mouse by Phyllis Root


	We Will Go by Zoe Ryder White 
Kitty Cat and Fat Cat (Rigby book)

Dragonflies by Margaret Hall (read aloud)

My Bug Box by Pat Blanchard and Joanne Suhr (shared reading)

A is for Angry by Sandra Boyton



	Teaching Points - Many of these teaching points can be and sometimes need to be taught over multiple sessions.

	Bend 1: Tackling More Challenging Books
	Bend 2:  Zooming in on Letters and Sounds
	Bend 3:  Graduation; Becoming Stronger Readers

	Readers use their Super Powers to read bigger and harder books.
	Readers know that they can think, talk, sing and play with the alphabet.  They can use all they know to read the words the author wrote.
	Readers use their Extra Strength Picture Power to read harder books.  They need to look at the whole picture to think about what they see and what is happening.

	Readers use patterns to help them read books.
	Readers use their letter/sound knowledge to help them read unknown words.
	Students use their Extra Strength Picture Power and ‘Snap’ Word Power to read books without patterns.

	Readers figure out tricky words in a pattern by seeing what is the same and what is changing on the page by using pictures.
	Readers use consonant clusters to help solve unknown words.   
	Readers can read ‘snap’ words even when they have an additional ending.

	Readers learn that books feel harder because of pattern breaks.  They need to use all their Powers to figure out the words on the page.
	Readers look closely at the beginning and ending to solve a word.
	Readers use all they know about stories to make predictions.

	Careful Readers check their reading to be sure it makes sense. If it doesn’t make sense they need to fix it.
	Readers preview a page and locate ‘snap’ words before reading.
	Readers think about what is happening in a story to help improve fluency and make their books come to life.

	Readers use the patterns and the endings to better understand their book.
	Readers check over their reading to make sure it makes sense; it sounds right and fixes it, just like they do in Writer’s Workshop.
	Readers use Extra Strength Powers to talk about their books with their partners.

	
	
	CELEBRATION!

	Special Tools to Create and Prepare:

· Reading Map

· Word Rings for each reader with differentiated sight words

· Book Bags

· Copy of individualized Super Powers chart for each student

· (Session Ten) We Will Go by Zoe Rider White – Illustrated version available in online resources to print for book bags


	Unit 4:  Becoming Avid Readers

	Timeframe: April through June

	Assessment
· Reading Records as needed and for all students in June

· Student responses to Read Alouds 



	Mentor Text (*specific to lessons)

	*The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss

*Super Mouse By Rhyllis Root

*Not Norman (A Goldfish Story) by Kelly Bennett (read aloud)

*Gossie by Olivier Dunrea (shared reading)

*“Venus Flytraps:  Jaws of Death” from BBC (video clip) 
*Honey Bees by Martha E.H. Rustard (non-fiction book)
*Dragonflies by Margaret Hall (non-fiction book)
	Ish by Peter Reynolds (read aloud)

Beautiful Oops by Barney Salzbert (read aloud)

The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper (read aloud)

Sing a Song of Popcorn – Poems and Nursery Rhymes (read aloud)
	familiar Mouse books from the Brand New Readers series

 “The Swing” by Robert Louis Stevenson (poem)
“Click Beetle” by Mary Ann Hoberman (poem)

“Read Words, Write Words” by Marjorie Martinelli (poem)

	Teaching Points - Many of these teaching points can be and sometimes need to be taught over multiple sessions.

	Bend 1: Becoming an Avid Reader
	Bend 2:  Learning from All-About Books
	Bend 3:  Falling in Love with Poetry

	Avid Readers love reading so much, they can hardly bear to stop reading.
	Inquiry – What kinds of thinking and reacting do people do when watching a nonfiction movie?  Could this be similar to what reads or nonfiction books think about and do?
	Poetry Readers read poems like reading songs.  They get the rhythm and feeling just right to help them read it again and again.

	Avid Readers react to books, and they often find ways to share their reactions with others.
	
	

	Readers record their thinking about books so they can remember it late when talking to their partners.


	Nonfiction Readers need to explain what they have learned to others and share that learning.  They use fancy words that go with that topic.
	Avid Poetry Readers think about how the poem makes them feel and then they make their voices match that feeling.

	Readers are specific and precise when thinking about a character’s feelings.  Instead of saying ‘He is happy,’ they think, ‘Is that the best word for it?’ and try to find a just-right word to describe what you mean.
	Readers have Nonfiction Reading Play Dates.  
	Poetry Readers can become a copycat poet by copying the rhythm and rhyme and creating their own new poems.

	Avid Readers use extra-strength superpowers to read more and more.  They think of their strengths and needs.
	Nonfiction Readers pay attention to similarities and differences
	GRAND FINALE CELEBRATION!

	Avid Readers not only share books, they are also always inventing fun things to do with books and friends. They make reading play dates.
	Nonfiction Readers pretend and act out parts of the text, just like they did when they read fiction stories.
	

	Really Good Readers act out the story in their minds every time they read.  Reading is like pretending.  It’s a lot like going to the movies.
	
	

	Avid Readers try to act out the story better and better by paying close attention to what the story says, so they can act it out the way the author wants it to be acted out (close reading and book-based reading)
	
	

	Special Tools to Create and Prepare:

	· Photos – Avid Readers and Blah Readers

· Partnership play date mats

· Individualized superpowers chart
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