Manhattan Beach
Unified School District

MBUSD WRITING RUBRIC: Grade Three

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing - 2015-2016

3rd

Report Card: Text Types and Purposes

e Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences.

NARRATIVE WRITING - SEMESTER 1 and 2

Below Grade Level (1)

Progressing (2)

At Grade Level (3)

Next Steps

STRUCTURE

Overall

The writer wrote about when she
did something.

Thewriter wrote about one time
when he didsomething.

Thewritertoldthestorybit by bit.

The writer wrote the important part of an event bit by bitand
took out unimportant parts.

Lead

Thewritertriedtomakea
beginning for hisstory.

Thewriterthoughtabouthow to
write agood beginningand chosea
waytostartherstory. Shechosethe
action, talk, or setting that would

The writer wrote a beginning in which he helped
readers know who the characterswere and what
thesettingwasinhis story.

Thewriterwroteabeginningin whichshe showed whatwas
happeningandwhere, getting readersintotheworldofthe
story.

Transitions

Thewriter puther pagesin
order.She usedwordssuchas
and, then, so.

Thewritertoldthestoryin orderby
usingwordssuchas when, then, and
after.

Thewritertold her storyin orderbyusingphrases
suchas alittlelaterandafterthat.

The writer showed how much time wentbywithwordsand
phrasesthatmarktime such asjust thenandsuddenly (to show
whenthingshappened quickly) or afterawhileanda little later
(toshowwhena little time passed).

Ending

Thewriter foundawaytoend his
story.

The writer chose the action, talk,or
feelingthatwould makeagood
ending.

The writer chose the action, talk, orfeelingthat
would make agoodendingand worked to write it
well.

The writer wrote an ending that connected to the beginningor
themiddleofthe story.

The writer used action, dialogue, orfeelingtobring herstoryto
aclose.

Organization

Thewriter wrote her story across
three or more pages.

Thewriterwrotealotoflines ona

page and wrote across a lotof pages.

The writer used paragraphsand skippedlinesto
separatewhat happened first from what
happened later (andfinally)in her story.

The writer used paragraphs to separate the different parts or
times of the story orto show whenanew characterwas
speaking.

to give details.

would help readers picture hisstory.

inways thatgotreadersto picture whatwas
happeningandthat brought her story to life.

DEVELOPMENT
Elaboration® | Thewriter put the picture from Thewriter tried to bring her Thewriter workedto show whathappenedto Thewriter added more to the heart of her story, including not
his mind onto the page. He had characters to life withdetails, talk, (andin)his characters. only actions and dialogue but also thoughts and feelings.
details in picturesand words. and actions.
Craft* Thewriterusedlabelsand words | Thewriter chosestrongwords that Thewriter notonlytoldher story,butalsowroteit | The writer showed why characters did what they didby

including their thinking.

Thewritermadesome parts of thestorygoquickly,some
slowly.

The writer included precise and sometimes sensory detailsand
used figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification) to
bring his story tolife.

The writer used astorytelling voice and conveyed the emotion
ortone of his story through description, phrases, dialogue, and
thoughts.
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3rd

NARRATIVE WRITING - SEMESTER 1 and 2 (continued)

Below Grade Level (1)

Progressing (2)

At Grade Level (3)

Next Steps

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

Spelling

Thewriter usedall he knew
aboutwords and chunks of
words (at, op, it, etc.) to help
him spell. Thewriter spelled all
the word wallwordsrightand
usedthe word wallto help him
spell other words.

Tospellaword, the writer used
what she knew about spelling
patterns (tion, er, ly, etc.).

The writer spelled all of the word
wallwords correctlyand used the
word wallto help her figure out
how to spell other words.

edit.

final draft.

Thewriter used what he knew about word
familiesand spellingrulesto help himspell and

The writer got help from others to check his
spelling and punctuation before he wrote his

Thewriter used what she knew about word familiesand
spellingrulesto help her spell and edit. She used the word
walland dictionaries to help her when needed.

Punctuation

The writer ended sentences
with punctuation.

Thewriter used a capital letter
fornames.

The writer used commasin
dates and lists.

Thewriter used quotation marks
to show what characters said.
When the writer used words such
ascan’tanddon’t,heput in the
apostrophe.

The writer punctuated dialogue correctly with
commasand quotation marks.

While writing, the writer put punctuation at
the end of every sentence.

Thewriter wrotein ways that helped readers
read with expression, reading some parts
quickly, some slowly, some partsinonesort of
voiceand others inanother.

When writing long, complex sentences, the writer used
commas to make them clear and correct.
Thewriter used periods tofix his run-on sentences.
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Report Card: Text Types and Purposes
e Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

3rd

INFORMATIONAL WRITING - SEMESTER 2

Below Grade Level (1)

Progressing (2)

At Grade Level (3)

Next Steps

STRUCTURE

ending.

sentencesorasectionatthe end
towrapupherpiece.

conclusions, asked questions, or suggested ways
readers mightrespond.

Overall The writer taught her Thewritertaughtreaders some | Thewritertaughtreaders informationabout Thewritertaughtreaders different things about a subject. He put facts,
readers about a topic. important pointsabout a subject. | asubject. She put in ideas,observations, and details, quotes, andideasinto each partofhiswriting.

questions.

Lead Thewriternamedhistopic | Thewriterwroteabeginningin Thewriter wrote abeginning inwhichhe got The writer hooked her readers by explainingwhythesubject mattered, tellinga
in thebeginningandgot | whichshenamedasubject and readersready tolearnalotofinformation surprising fact, orgivinga big picture. She letreaders knowthatshe would
the reader’s attention. triedtointerest readers. about the subject. teachthem different things about a subject.

Transitions The writer told different Thewriterusedwordssuchas Thewriter usedwordstoshow sequence such Thewriterusedwordsineach section that helped the reader understand how
parts about hertopicon andoralsotoshowhehad as before, after, then, and later. She also used one piece of information connected with others. If he wrote the section in
different pages. more to say. wordstoshow what did not fit such as however | sequence,heusedwords andphrasessuchasbefore, later, next, then, and

and but. after. If heorganizedthe sectionin kinds or parts, he used words such as
another, also, and for example.

Ending The writer wrote an The writer wrote some The writer wrote an ending that drew Thewriter wrotean ending thatremindedreadersof hersubjectand may

either havesuggestedafollow-up action or left readers with afinalinsight.
Sheadded herthoughts, feelings, and questions about the subjectat the end.

Organization

The writer told about her
topic part by part.

The writer’s writinghad
different parts. Each parttold
different information about the
topic.

The writer grouped her information into parts.
Each partwas mostly about one thingthat
connectedtoher big topic.

The writer groupedinformation into sections andused paragraphsand
sometimes chapterstoseparatesections. Each section had information that
was mostly about the same thing. He may have used headings and
subheadings.

words to give facts.

wordsthatshowed hewasan
expert on the subject.

a lot about the subject.She taughtinformation
inawayto interest readers. She may have used
drawings, captions, or diagrams.

DEVELOPMENT
Elaboration* | Thewriterputfactsinhis | The writer used differentkinds of | Thewriter wrote facts, definitions, details, The writer taught herreaders different things about the subject. She chose
writingtoteachabouthis | informationin herwriting such and observationsabouthistopic and explained | those subtopics because theywere importantandinteresting.
topic. asfacts, definitions, details, some ofthem. The writer included different kinds of facts and details such as numbers,
steps, and tips. names,and examples.
Thewritergothersinformation from talking to people, reading books, and
from her own knowledge andobservations.
The writer made choices about organization.She might have used
compare/contrast, cause/ effect, orpro/con.She may haveuseddiagrams,
charts, headings, bold words, and definition boxesto helpteach her readers.
Craft* Thewriterusedlabelsand | Thewritertriedtoincludethe Thewriter chose expert wordstoteachreaders | Thewriter:

e madedeliberate word choices to teach his readers. He may have done
thisby usingandrepeating key words about his topic.

e choseinteresting comparisons and used figurative language to clarify pts.

e made choicesabout whichinformationwasbestto include or notinclude.

e usedateaching tone.Todo so,he mayhave used phrasessuchasthat
means...,whatthatreally meansis...,and let me explain...

MBUSD WRITING RUBRIC: Grade Three

See other side =——

Derived from Lucy Calkins Writing Pathways.
Page | 3




3rd

INFORMATIONAL WRITING - SEMESTER 2 (continued)

Below Grade Level (1)

Progressing (2)

At Grade Level (3)

Next Steps

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

Thewriterusedall he
knew aboutwordsand
chunks of words (at, op,
it, etc.) to help him spell.
Thewriter spelled allthe
word wallwordsright
and used the word wall
to help himspell other
words.

Spelling

Tospellaword, the writer used
whatshe knew about spelling
patterns (tion, er, ly, etc.).

The writer spelled all of the
word wallwords correctly and
used the word wallto help her
figure out how to spell other
words.

Thewriter used what he knew about word
familiesand spelling rules to help him spell
and edit.

The writer got help from others to check his
spelling and punctuation before he wrote his
final draft.

Thewriter used what she knew about word familiesand spelling rules to
help herspell and edit. She used the word wall and dictionaries to help her
when needed.

The writer ended
sentences with
punctuation.
Thewriter used a capital
letter fornames.

The writer used
commasin dates and
lists.

Punctuation

Thewriter used quotation
marks to show what
characters said.

Whenthe writer used words
suchascan’tanddon’t, he put
in the apostrophe.

The writer punctuated dialogue correctly
with commasand quotation marks.

While writing, the writer put punctuation at
the end of every sentence.

Thewriter wrotein ways that helped readers
read with expression, reading some parts
quickly, some slowly, some partsinonesort
ofvoiceand others inanother.

When writing long, complex sentences, the writer used commas to make
themclear and correct.
Thewriter used periods to fix his run-on sentences.
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Report Card: Text Types and Purposes (directly from CCSS)
e Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

3rd

OPINION WRITING - SEMESTER 2

Below Grade Level (1)

Progressing (2)

At Grade Level (3)

Next Steps

STRUCTURE

for his piece.

reminded readers of her opinion.

orcommentrelatedtohis opinion.

Overall The writer wrote her opinion Thewriter wrote hisopinionor his likes Thewritertold readers her opinionandideasona Thewritermadeaclaimabout atopicoratextandtriedto
orherlikesand dislikes and and dislikes and gave reasons for his text oratopicand helpedthem understand her support hisreasons.
said why. opinion. reasons.

Lead The writer wrote a beginning | Thewriterwroteabeginning inwhich The writer wrote a beginning in which he not only The writer wrote a few sentences to hook hisreaders,
inwhich he got readers’ she notonly gave her opinion, butalso set readersuptoexpectthatthis wouldbeapiece perhaps by askinga question, explaining why the topic
attention. He named the topic | setreaders uptoexpectthather of opinion writing, butalsotriedtohook theminto mattered, tellingasurprising fact, or giving background
ortexthewaswritingabout writing would try to convince them ofit. caringabout his opinion. information.
andgave hisopinion. The writer stated her claim.

Transitions Thewritersaid moreabout Thewriterconnected parts of his piece The writer connected her ideasandreasonswith Thewriter used words and phrases to glue parts of his piece
her opinion and used words usingwords such as also, another, and her examples using words such asforexample and together. Heused phrases such as for example, another
such asandorbecause. because. because. Sheconnectedonereasonor example example,onetime, andforinstancetoshowwhen he

usingwordssuchas also and another. wantedtoshift fromsaying reasons to giving evidence andin
additionto, also,and anotherto show when he wantedto
makeanew point.

Ending Thewriter wroteanending The writer wrote an ending in which she | Thewriterworkedonan ending, perhaps a thought | Thewriter wrote an endingfor herpieceinwhichshe

restated and reflected on her claim, perhaps suggestingan
action orresponse based onwhatshe had written.

Organization | Thewriterwroteapartwhere
she got her readers’ attention
anda partwhere she said

more.

The writer’s piece had different parts; he
wrote a lot of lines for each part.

The writer wrote several reasons or exampleswhy
readers should agree with her opinion and wrote at
least several sentences about each reason.

The writer organized her information so that each
part of her writing was mostly about one thing.

The writer separated sections of information using
paragraphs.

words to give details.

readersagree with his opinion.

alsowrote inways that got them thinking or feeling
in certain ways.

DEVELOPMENT
Elaboration* | Thewriterwroteatleastone Thewriterwroteatleasttwo reasons Thewriter notonly named his reasons to support his | The writer gave reasonsto support her opinion. Shechose
reason for his opinion. andwroteatleasta few sentences opinion, butalso wrote more about each one. the reasons to convince her readers.
about eachone. Thewriterincluded examples and information to support her
reasons, perhaps from a text, her knowledge, or her life.
Craft* Thewriterusedlabelsand The writer chose words that would make The writer not only told readers tobelieve her,but The writer madedeliberate word choicesto convince his

readers, perhaps by emphasizing or repeating words that
made readersfeel emotions.

Ifit felt right to do so, the writer chose precise details and
factsto help make his pointsand used figurative language
todrawthereaders intohisline ofthought.

The writer made choicesabout which evidence wasbest to
includeornotincludein order to support hispoints.
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3rd

OPINION WRITING - SEMESTER 2 (continued)

Below Grade Level (1)

Progressing (2)

At Grade Level (3)

Next Steps

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS

Spelling

Thewriter usedall he knew
about words and chunks of
words (at, op, it, etc.) to help
him spell. Thewriter spelled
allthe word wall words right
and usedthe word wallto
help himspell other words.

Tospellaword, the writer used what
sheknew about spelling patterns
(tion, er, ly, etc.).

The writer spelled all of the word wall
words correctly and used the word
wallto help her figure out how to spell
other words.

Thewriter used what he knew about word
familiesand spelling rules to help him spell and
edit.

The writer got help from others to check his
spellingand punctuation before he wrote his final
draft.

Thewriter used what she knew about word familiesand
spellingrulesto help herspell and edit. She used the word
walland dictionariesto help her when needed.

Punctuation

The writer ended sentences
with punctuation.
Thewriter used a capital
letter fornames.

The writer used commasin
dates and lists.

Thewriter used quotation marks to
show what characters said.
Whenthe writer used words such as
can’tanddon’t, heput in the
apostrophe.

The writer punctuated dialogue correctly with
commasand quotation marks.

While writing, the writer put punctuation at the
end of every sentence.

Thewriter wrotein ways that helped readersread
with expression, reading some parts quickly,
some slowly, some partsin one sort of voice and
others inanother.

When writing long, complex sentences, the writer used
commas to make them clear and correct.
Thewriter used periods to fix his run-on sentences.
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