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Gifted and Talented Parent Workshop
January, 2018

Manhattan Beach Unified School District

325 S. Peck Avenue

Manhattan Beach, CA  90266

Phone: (310) 318-7345, x5900
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What we know…

Gifted and talented students make up a unique 
group of individuals with similar cognitive and 
affective characteristics.

General education teachers must provide 
appropriate instruction to each of their students. 

Ongoing professional development, implementing 
research-based strategies, and creating a culture 
that supports and engages each learner is key.



+PURPOSE

■ To demonstrate some strategies used to engage 
and enrich gifted child in the classroom

■ To give parents information and tools to support 
their gifted child

■ To provide take-home resources and/or links to 
check out

■ To meet other parents with GATE identified 
children
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Agenda

■ 8:30 – 9:30 ish 
      Teachers on Special Assignment (TOSAs)

Sharing MBUSD practices 
Math - Holly Compton & Debbie Dreiling
ELA - Michelle Syverson
ALSO in the house...Gregor Trpin

■ 9:40 – 10:00 a.m.
■ GATE Advisory Council Meeting



+ Reaching Our GATE Students 
in Math

■ Warm-ups:
■ Number Talks
■ Problem of the Day
■ Estimation 180

■ Extension Opportunities:
■ Extension project in form of 

reasoning and real-world 
tasks 
■ Problem of the Month
■ Which Would You Rather?

■ Are You Ready for More?
■ IXL- level-up
■ AMC 8
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Number Talks
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Problem of the Day



9Critical Reasoning



+Would You Rather?
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+Are You Ready for More?
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+Problem of the Month
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Reading Behaviors
Focused:
•Within the Text
•Beyond the Text
•Skill specific
•Comprehensive
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1. Study our Students

2. Voice and Choice

3. Flexibility (groups, mindset, environment)

4. Data Informed

5. Integration of Digital Tools 

Personalized Learning
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GATE Advisory Council (GAC) 
Meeting

We want to understand how our students are 
supported in class, and we’d like some resources 

and ideas to provide them with academic and 
emotional opportunities/support in the community 

and at home.

Listening to Learn
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Is there a way to reallocate some 
of the money used for educating 

parents of GATE identified 
students toward the students 

themselves?
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Can we explore opportunities that 
both support GATE students and 

uplift the MBUSD community?   
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Can there be “meetings” to 
discuss concerns and next steps 

that are separate from the 
parent education sessions with 

speakers/presenters?
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Dates for upcoming GATE Advisory Council Meetings:

March 16 8:30 - 10:00

May 18 8:30 - 10:00

GAC Council:

1 parent representative from each elementary school

2 -4 parent reps from the secondary level

1-2 site leaders

1-2 School Board Members
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- Discuss ways to improve communication to the GATE 
families

- Explore opportunities that both support GATE 
students and uplift the MBUSD community

- Gather and share resources and ideas that provide 
GATE families with academic and emotional 
opportunities/support in the community and at home.

GAC Council:
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Is there a way to reallocate some 
of the money used for educating 

parents of GATE identified 
students toward the students 

themselves?
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Parent and Student Workshop
March 7 and / or April 11 from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Understanding Neuroplasticity to Change your 
Learning Mindset 

The root of all learning comes from changes between neurons (at the synapse). Scientists 
call these changes Neuroplasticity. Understanding this science can inform our everyday 
experiences and generate motivation and passion about learning even in our most difficult subject 
areas. Let’s do some fun activities and demonstrations to really understand how learning 
happens. And then we'll discuss how it changes our learning mindsets and attitudes especially 
when it come to failure and challenge.

Why Effort, Struggle, and Focused Practice are So 
Important to Your Success as Student

It happens to all of us, we all fail, we all struggle and from the perspective of our personal 
and academic growth, it's good for us! In this session we will get to know our lizard brain, how it 
helps us and how it sometimes get in the way.  We will also discuss some of the best strategies 
for dealing with the lizard brain, embracing struggle and challenge and while we are at it learn 
some memory "hacks" based on brain science.



+
Today’s Purpose
■ To demonstrate some strategies used to engage 

and enrich gifted child in the classroom

■ To give parents information and tools to support 
their gifted child

■ To provide take-home resources and/or links to 
check out
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■ To meet other parents with GATE identified children


